NACM Letter to Tribal Courts 

Dear Colleague:

I am writing to invite you to become a member of the National Association of Court Management (NACM), an association of over 2500 members who work in the judicial system.  NACM provides research, education and professional development opportunities to leaders such as you.

NACM is committed to ensuring that court leaders share their experiences and knowledge to enrich the association.  The membership of NACM includes judges and court management professionals from all levels and types of courts including tribal courts.  Contained in NACM’s mission is a commitment to “…develop proficient court managers with leadership skills… support the independence and interdependence of the judiciary…”  

Recent accomplishments which would be of particular interest to tribal courts include:

· The completion of the 10 Core Competencies.  These core competencies reflect the fundamental areas of knowledge that court managers need to know and be able to do.

· NACM routinely publishes reports, periodicals, articles and mini-guides covering an array of court-specific topics, including a recently-published Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity Management mini-guide.

· Each year, NACM hosts mid-year and annual national conferences where networking takes place with professionals who share work interests.  We would encourage your input on issues unique to tribal courts which we could address at upcoming conferences.

Court leaders share many common challenges managing increasing caseloads comprised of highly emotional and complex issues.  As the work of the courts becomes more complex, it is important that court leaders remain current in the latest court management trends and techniques.   

NACM has recently increased the interactions between tribal and state courts as a result of the Indian Child Welfare Act.  However, there is more we can and should do to enhance involvement by tribal courts, which remain under represented in our association.

I invite you to join the 2500 active NACM members by completing the enclosed application and returning it to NACM, or by going to the NACM web page at www.nacmnet.org.

